Better Together Minutes		June 21, 2024				Laramie County Library
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Better Together is working to create actionable change for an inclusive community.

Those in attendance reviewed the mission statement and ground rules (see attached). Attendees were  Anna Thompson, Rachel Martinez, Janet Lewis, Tom Brantley, Melissa Martin, Amy Spieker, Kaleb Hansen, Yulia Lenz, Kaelah Hamman, and Bob Wilson.
Our Featured Guest – Rachel Martinez presented information regarding the Wyoming Civic Engagement Network. See attached resources and distribute through your networks! The Wyoming Civic Engagement Network is focused on increasing civic participation and building the voting power necessary to win. WyCEN is made up of a network of organizations that share these goals and are dedicated to closing the gap between those who CAN vote, and those who DO. We share a commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion and justice in all aspects of our work. Rachel’s request for Better Together members are creating connections to Non-Profit organizations. If you are attached to a non-profit, reach out to Rachel so she can work with them to provide information and support regarding building power in marginalized and under-resourced communities, growing the capacity of their leaders and organizations, facilitating equitable access to resources, and addressing bias in the civic engagement process. More information can be found on their website at: https://www.wycen.org/

Other election support information can be found through the following websites:
· Laramie County Clerk - https://www.laramiecountywy.gov/County-Government/Elected-Officials/County-Clerk
· League of Women Voters - https://www.lwv.org/
· US Election Assistance Commission - https://www.eac.gov/
· Wyoming Secretary of State Election Center - https://sos.wyo.gov/elections/
· Equality State Policy Center - Vote | ESPC (equalitystate.org)
Members present completed the US Citizenship and Immigration Services civic test. Out of 20 randomized questions, an immigrant must get 12 correct to be a US Citizen. This resource is from the Do the Work! Activity Book by W. Kamau Bell & Kate Schatz. The questions are attached, if you would like the answers, reach out to Melissa.

The members then reported on the following goals - 
Spreading the Word: 
· Find, follow, and like us on Facebook. Look for Better Together Laramie County. 
· Email Janet about any events and items to post on Facebook - janet.lewisnovick@redcross.org. You are also welcome to share events and information that supports our mission statement.
Systems Change:
· The committee talked about how to increase Civic Engagement, as well as help nonprofit organizations to think bigger about how their mission statements compliment one another. 
Better Together Learning Opportunities: 
· Amy and I have provided activities at the beginning of each meeting. If you have an activity or discussion point to bring awareness and learning to the group, please reach out and let us know. 
Better Together Community Event:
· The June 7th Laramie County is Better Together was well-attended by 40 participants. 
· Members present stated the following:
· Discussions were positive
· Brandy was great, very respectful of the audience and the sensitive topics
· Zebidiah was great at helping everyone feel heard, regardless of viewpoints, about hearing all sides.
· Rhonda encouraged great dialogue
· A very civil experience
· Need a printed agenda
· The time talking at tables was beneficial, more time was needed
· Will Brandy and Zebadiah be able to share the slides? Would have been helpful to get them prior to the event.
· Morning beverages and food is needed
· Snacks needed to be set out prior to lunch
· Good space with easy-to-access breakout rooms
· Publicize the agenda early to attract more people
Other great events and opportunities include:  
· Tom Brantley reported on the Braver Angels Civic season events, including a debate on homelessness that attracted 50 attendees, check out the article about the event by clicking here - https://www.wyomingnews.com/wyomingbusinessreport/industry_news/community-members-discuss-if-government-should-provide-free-housing/article_c5b407f4-2f19-11ef-aa00-6722690c5948.html  Braver Angels also hosted the “Constructing Democracy” event, “Make Your Mark” event and “Slice of History” event.
· Kaelah Hamman from Blue FCU talked about the plans for a family resource center. This Blue Boost Center aims to serve the community by connecting those in need with nonprofit organizations in the area, in addition to offering free personal finance classes.
· Janet Lewis highlighted that Red Cross will be a part of the Casper and Cheyenne Pride events.
· Please participate in WyoGives that services 143 Laramie County nonprofits and 370 nonprofits statewide.

[bookmark: _Hlk158108528]Editorial Agenda
[bookmark: _Hlk159483259]Members present reviewed the May editorial agenda topic – Diversity/Equity/Inclusion. Here is a link to the article: https://www.wyomingnews.com/opinion/staff_editorials/agenda-2024-we-must-work-together-to-overcome-our-biases/article_84aeb062-27fb-11ef-a2ee-7747e22dad94.html
Members are invited to write letters and encourage others to write letters to the editor providing their voice to the topic. Submit letters to the editor using this link: https://www.wyomingnews.com/site/forms/online_services/letter_editor/
[bookmark: _Hlk159482722]Those present discussed who to recommend to the Wyoming Tribune-Eagle editorial board for the next editorial agenda topic regarding City Streets/Potholes/Traffic Enforcement. Recommendations included: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk171341498]Wesley Bay
· Pete Laybourn
· Darren Westby
· Tamera Trujilo
Mark and promote the upcoming events
June events
· June 21: Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser, Blue Raven Brewery, 4 – 6 p.m.
· June 22: SuperDay 2024, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. South Lions Park
· June 23: Yiddish Food Festival, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Mt. Sinai Synagogue
· June 25: Make Your Mark: Becoming a well-informed and active citizen, 6:30 – 8 p.m. Laramie County Library, Cottonwood Room
· June 27: A Slice of History: The Wyoming State Flag and The Women Who Made It Fly, 7 p.m. Wyoming State Museum, Classroom
· June 28: Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser, Blue Raven Brewery, 4 – 6 p.m.
· June 29: Pride Cheyenne Street Fest, Noon – 6 p.m., W. 15th & Pioneer Ave.
· June 29: Drag Game Night, 7:30 p.m. Historic Atlas Theatre.
July events
· July 9 – 14: 10th Annual Wyoming International Film Festival, LCCC, https://www.wyoiff.com/
August events
· August 20: Primary Election Day



[bookmark: _Hlk171344587]WE WILL NOT BE MEETING IN JULY 

Next meeting will be held on Friday, August 16 at 1:30 p.m. in the Laramie County Library Willow Room. 

Community Involvement Opportunities
Join our FaceBook page! Search FaceBook for the Better Together Laramie County group and join. Share events and information that supports our mission statement.
For more events
Wyoming Tribune-Eagle Calendar of Events: https://www.wyomingnews.com/local-events/ 
Laramie County Library Calendar of Events: https://lclsonline.org/calendar/
LCCP website:  https://www.laramiecountyhealthmatters.org/tiles/index/display?id=249818348214753100 

Recommended article of interest:
· The backlash against diversity, equity and inclusion in business is in full force − but myths obscure the real value of DEI (theconversation.com)
· 
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